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HELLENIC REPUBLIC

REGION OF THESSALY
  
                                    LARISSA     23/1/2006
ORGANISING SCIENTIFIC

COMMITTEE

“1st INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS ON THE HISTORY AND CULTURE OF THESSALY”
9-10-11 NOVEMBER 2006

 1st Circular – Invitation 
In view of the considerable cultural wealth of all of the areas of Thessaly, and the rich historical character of the region as a whole, and following productive meetings, the Region of Thessaly, in association with representatives from its own departments and from the Ministry of Culture, has satisfied itself of the need to organize the “1st International Congress on the History and Culture of Thessaly”, in order to record, highlight, document and evaluate the issues and main elements of Thessaly’s History and Culture, from prehistoric times up to the present day, in a scientific manner. It should be noted that the need for a fuller, more in-depth and wide-ranging approach to the History of Thessaly by means of the said Congress was recorded and proposed by representatives of approximately 20 Thessalian organizations from the Culture Workshop, part of the Thessaly Regional Congress (June 2005), at which a unanimous decision was also taken to jointly organise the “1st International Congress on the History and Culture of Thessaly”.

The Congress aims to assess the historical and cultural wealth of Thessaly overall, and also to bring out the fundamental and unchanging elements which make up the mesh of the principal human activities which shaped – and continue to shape – the  History and Civilisation of Thessaly. It has additionally been concluded that there is a need for interdisciplinary recording and documentation of the cultural elements of Thessaly, and for these elements to be evaluated and protected, so that they can be highlighted through the networking of the Region’s cultural sites, materials, products, infrastructure, and means, to create cultural itineraries which are themselves integrated into cultural itineraries at the Thessalian, Greek, European and International level. 

What makes this particular cultural event innovative is the fact that the Region of Thessaly will be bringing together people from the area of Culture, Historians, and researchers in the social sciences, as well as representatives of other institutions; this means that the Congress will be open and fruitful, and will yield collective and beneficial results that will be accessible to any interested citizen of Thessaly - or the world. There is no doubt that the Thessalian people’s attempt to attain self-knowledge through their history and culture enables them to determine more precisely where they are heading in the future. It is imperative that we all strive towards these goals for Thessaly, and it is for this reason that we are calling upon all organizations and citizens to contribute to our effort, and to assist us in this major collective undertaking, a first for the Region of Thessaly, which we hope will turn into a regular event. And so our objective, with the cooperation of all the state, local government, private and social organizations and individuals in the cultural sector, is to highlight the historical and cultural wealth of Thessaly and its distinctive cultural identity in the Europe of the Regions. This objective is a timely and necessary one, in the run-up to the 2007-2013 Planning Period.

In addition to specifying the theme of the Congress, this Circular also details how interested parties can take part, and contains a Statement of Participation, which must be completed by all interested organizations/individuals and submitted to the Region of Thessaly.

In particular, the Congress encourages interdisciplinary cooperation with the aim of advocating a primarily socio-economic approach to Thessalian History and Culture. It is being jointly organized by: 

· The 13th Ephorate of Prehistoric and Classical Antiquities

· The 14th Ephorate of Prehistoric and Classical Antiquities

· The 15th Ephorate of Prehistoric and Classical Antiquities

· The 34th Ephorate of Prehistoric and Classical Antiquities

· The 7th Ephorate of Byzantine Antiquities

· The 24th Ephorate of Byzantine Antiquities

· The Department of Contemporary and Modern Monuments of Thessaly
· The Ephorate of Underwater Antiquities

· The Archaeological Institute of Thessalian Studies

· The Ephorate of Speleology and Palaeoanthropology of Northern Greece

· The University of Thessaly

· The Ethnographical Historical Museum of Larissa

· The Culture Group of the Information and Support Network for the Rural Population of Thessaly

· The Co-ordinating Committee of the 4th CSF Culture Workshop of the Region of Thessaly, with the co-ordination and support of the Thessaly Special group of the Managing Authority of Regional Operational Programme (ROP), the Region of Thessaly and the Ministry of Culture.

The “1st International Congress on the History and Culture of Thessaly” invites the participation of Ephorates of Antiquities, Ministry of Culture Special Departments, Institutes, Universities, Research Centres, foreign Archaeological Schools, Researchers and young Scholars from the Region of Thessaly as well as from Greece and abroad.

Throughout the Congress, participants will present approximately 60 papers on the following 4 areas/periods:
1. The Prehistoric-Classical Period of History and Culture

2. The Byzantine – Post-Byzantine Period of History and Culture

3. The Modern Period (up to 1936 for History, up to the present day for Culture)

4. 4th section: to address Thessalian Cultural and Historical Issues in all periods, with a view to a diachronic approach. The presentations in this section will be theoretical, mainly synthetic texts of a diachronic character, and scientific work which aims to “link” the three previous sections with modern devellopment on culture and history in Thessaly.

  The co-ordinators and their alternates for each of the above groups respectively are as follows:

1.   Mr A. Tzafalias (2410 288083), alternate Mrs. V. Adrymi (24210 76455)

2.   Mrs A. Dina (2410 627930), alternate Mr L. Deriziotis (210 3625948)

3.   Mr D. Paliouras (24210 36987), alternate Mr E. Avdikos (24210 74858)

4.  Mr D. Gousios (24210 74464), Mrs A. Intzesiloglou (24210 21288) and Mr G. Emmanouil (2410 579101), alternate Mrs E. Givropoulou (2410 579116).

In parallel with the presentations, participants will also have the opportunity to present work in the form of posters, thus guaranteeing and encouraging the greatest possible participation of young scholars and researchers. With respect to the content of the papers, and also of the work which will be presented via posters, we request that participants or teams of participants not limit themselves to archaeological work on Thessaly, but include in their presentations important, original and synthetic scientific work; this should highlight the principal elements of the culture and history of Thessaly, but not make reference to highly specialized issues.

All those interested in taking part in the Congress, which will take place in Thessaly in November 2006 (9-10-11 November 2006), are invited to submit the title of their paper or research, plus a short abstract, completing the attached Application for Participation. The Application for Participation, along with the participant’s details and an abstract of his/her paper, may be submitted by post to the address below, by 24th March 2006 at the latest.
REGION OF THESSALY

FOR THE ORGANISING/SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE OF THE “1ST INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS ON THE HISTORY AND CULTURE OF THESSALY”

111 SOCRATOUS ST.

LARISSA 41336

TEL. 2410 579101

FAX 2410 287408

E-MAIL: thessalia_support@mou.gr
Website: www.thessalia.gr
                              On behalf of the Organizing Scientific Committee of the Congress

                                                                                       THE GENERAL SECRETARY

   
  OF THE REGION OF THESSALY

                                                                                               FOTIOS GOUPAS
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HELLENIC REPUBLIC

REGION OF THESSALY 
Date ..../..../...........
TO THE CONGRESS

ORGANIZING SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE

“1st INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS ON THE HISTORY AND CULTURE OF THESSALY”
NOVEMBER 2006

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

APPLICATION FOR PARTICIPATION

A. PARTICIPANT DETAILS:

FULL NAME (as you wish it to be written in the programme and proceedings): ……………………………………….…………………………………………………………………………………….

SPECIALITY:..………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

ORGANISATION:…………………………………………………………………………………………………..
ADDRESS: ………………………………………………………………………………………………………......
CITY: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
COUNTRY:  ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
CONTACT PHONE NUMBER:………………………………………………………………………………... …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
FACSIMILE:   ……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
E-MAIL:  ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
B. DETAILS OF PAPER:

TITLE OF PAPER: ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

SECTIONS 1,2,3,4: ……………………………………………………………………………………………….
DESCRIPTION OF PAPER (half a page maximum): ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

SIGNATURE OF PARTICIPANT


……………………………………………

DATE


…………/…………/……………………
